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KALGOORLIE RACING INDUSTRY 
Statement by Member for Eyre 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Eyre) [12.55 pm]:  Today is Hannans Handicap day.  It is the middle of the famous 
Kalgoorlie Race Round, and I should be there instead of here.  However, being in Parliament gives me an 
opportunity to raise a matter of extreme importance.  The racing industry is, after mining, one of the biggest in 
the goldfields.  It provides a lot of jobs and brings in tourist dollars.  While the round is one glorious week, the 
industry exists 12 months of the year: in Esperance in summer, Kalgoorlie in winter and outlying towns like 
Norseman, Leonora, Laverton and Leinster in spring and autumn.  The problem is that while the industry exists 
12 months of the year, in reality it exists on a financial basis only because of the success of the big days, the cup 
days, like the Kalgoorlie Cup on Saturday.  
The Kalgoorlie Cup, in my opinion, is the second biggest meeting in Western Australia each year behind the 
Perth Cup, yet still the Western Australian Turf Club continues to compete with our cup meeting with races at 
Belmont, where the only people attending are those who cannot get to Kalgoorlie.  A couple of years ago the 
WATC threatened the future of the Hannans Handicap meeting, forcing it to be held on Thursday instead of 
Wednesday after 100 years, thus reducing the tourist impact on the round.  The good news is that our 
Government has now drafted legislation that will introduce Racing and Wagering WA.  Hopefully, this 
organisation will control racing, pacing and chasing next August, so that by this time next year the Kalgoorlie 
Cup will be the only meeting in WA that day, with the Belmont meeting held on the Sunday.  Also, the Hannans 
Handicap will be back to a Wednesday meeting and the Kalgoorlie Race Round will maintain its tradition as the 
biggest and best race meeting in Western Australia.  
 


